are a positive delight compared to them, and it would be a real
blessing if an exterminating powder could be invented to deal with
this two-legged pest. I believe that Pasteur suffers much from the
attentions of reporters, and has been so much exhausted by them
that he would gladly dispense with academic honours. A fund
bearing his name would certainly be more to his liking than a
medal. He has all he wants in the way of decoration for front
and rear."
Nobel himself had only a few orders. He gives a very
amusing account of the various occasions which led to his being
decorated.
" I have received no order at all for my scientific work; my
orders have no explosive basis. I owe my Swedish order of the
North Star to my cook, whose skill won the approval of an eminent
stomach. My French order was conferred upon me as the result of
a close personal acquaintance with a minister, my Brazilian Order
of the Rose, because I happened to be presented to Dom Pedro, and
finally, the famous Order of Bolivar, because Max Philippe had
seen * Niniche,' and wished to give a demonstration of the manner
in which orders are conferred. As for medals, I possess a gold
medal presented by the Swedish Academy of Science. I am also a
member of this academy, and set more store by this distinction
than by the various orders, even not excluding the Order of
Bolivar 1"
His distaste for all outward show went so far that he refused to
sit for his portrait. The portrait in the possession of the Nobel
Foundation is a posthumous work; when his nephew, Dr. Emanuel
Nobel, tried to persuade him to sit to the Russian painter Makoffsky
he replied, " I have met Makoffsky, and I give my word that as
soon as God the Father in His benevolence makes my carcase
thirty years younger, so that it is worth oil and canvas, I shall sit to
Makoffsky like a good child, and present posterity with a futile
228

